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I S ambitious. of preſenting the Public a Work 
| (in an Iriſh Dreſi,) which has attracted the ad- 
q ' miration of Europe; and to finiſh it in a manner 
* ſuitable to the character of its Author: He humbly 

hopes for Public Patronage, in proportion to his 

endeavours, and he reſpectfully ſolicits attention to 
the following 


CONDITIONS— 
I. The Lus1ad will be uniformly printed on a ſuperfine 


Writing Paper, with Type entirely new, and 
purchaſed at a confiderable Expence, on 
purpoſe. | 
II. It will be exactly printed from the be/# Engliſh 
edition, and will form two large Volumes in 8v0. 
the ſame ſize of theſe Propoſals, containing 
; upwards of fifty Sheets, and a Chart of Vaſco de 
Gama's Voyages, &c. The price to Subſcribers 
I1s. 44h. in Boards, or 14s. 1d. elegantly 
bound. | 


III. The Subſcribers Names will be printed, as the 
Patrons of an Attempt to improve the Iriſh Preſs. 


IV. The Books will be delivered ſome time in May 
next; the Price will be then raiſed to non- 


_ Subſcribers, 13s. in Boards, and to 16s. 3d. 
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v. In order to obviate every poſſible objedtion 
againſt a Subſcription for a Work not yet 
printed, no Money, will be taken till it is de- 
fivered, and found to anſwer, in the execu- 
tion, thoſe Deſcriptions, which are ſet forth in 
theſe Conditions. | 


Such is the Defign, and the Publiſher n 
hopes, that the Execution will tranſcend his De- 
ſcription, as he is determined that it ſhall not only 
be the mg/t perfect and beautiful Work that this 
Kingdom ever produced, but alſo, the Cheapeſt. 


7 


Extract of a Diſſertation on the LUSIAD, , by the 
Tran/lator, given as a Specimen. of the Type ſn 
tended for the Hr Part, | 


'To conſtitute a PoE M worthy of the name of EPIC, 


in the higheſt and ſtricteſt ſenſe, ſome grand characteriſe 
tics of ſubject and conduct, peculiarly its own, are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. Of all the moderns, Cam#ens and Milton 
have alone attained this grand peculiarity in an eminent 
degree. Cambens was the firſt genuine and ſucceſsful Poet 
who wooed the Modern Epic Muſe; and ſhe gave him the 
wreath of a firſt lover: A fort of Epic Poetry unheard-of 
before; or, as Voltaire calls it Une nouvelle eſpece d Epopee. 
And the grandeſt ſubject (of Profane Hiſtory) which the 
world has ever beheld, the ſinſt diſcovery of the Eaſt Indies, 
by Vasco DE Gama;—an enterprize ſplendid in its na- 
ture, and extremely intereſting to mankind, —which gave 
the eaſtern world to the weſtern, — the grand Portugueſe 


Empire in the Eaſt founded, the humanization of man- 


kind, —and _ univerſal commerce, the conſequence |— 


What are the adventures of an old fabulous hero's arrival 
. in 
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in Britain—What are Greece and Latium in arms for a 
woman, compared to this! Troy is in aſhes, and even 
the Roman Empire is no more; but the glorious effects 
of the adventures and bravery of the Hero of the Liſſiad, 
will be felt and ſeen, and perhaps increaſe in importance, 
while the world ſhall remain. 


* 


——— ——— —— ————— 


Ihe celebrated Mx. HavLEv, in his Eſay on Epic 


Poetry, thus honourably notices Camiens : 


YE Nymphs of Tagus, from your golden cell, 
That caught the echo of his tuneful ſhell, 
Riſe, and to deck your darling's ſhrine, provide 
The richeſt treaſures that the deep may hide : 
From every land let grateful Commerce ſhower 
Her tribute to the Bard who ſung her power; 
As thoſe rich gales, from whence his Gama caught 
A pleaſing earneſt of the prize he ſought, 
The balmy fragrance of the Eaſt diſpenſe, - 
So ſteals his ſong on the delighted ſenſe ; 
Aſtoniſhing, with ſweets unknown before, 
Thoſe who ne'er taſted but of claſſic lore. 
Immortal Bard ! thy name with Gama vies, 
Thou, like thy hero, with propitious ſkies, 
The fail of bold adventure haſt unfurl'd, 
And in the Epic Ocean found a world. 


(9s? 
THE Following Lines are taken from the Fifth 


Canto of the LUSIAD, as a Specimen of the 
Tye intended for the Poetical Part of this Work. 
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Vaſco de Gama recounting to the King of Melinda, the 
wonders he met with in his Voyage. Thi ſays Dr. Blair, 
(in his 44th Lecture on Rhetoric, Fc.) is one of the moſt | 
. ſolemn and ſtriking pieces of machinery that ever was em- 
ployed; and is ſufficient to ſhow that Camvens was a Poet of 


a bold and lofty imagination, zd bu us | 


NOW proſp'rous gales the bending canvas ſwell'd 
From theſe rude ſhores our fearleſs courſe we held : | | 
Beneath the gliſtening wave the God of day 
Had now five times withdrawn the parting ray, 

When o'er the prow a ſudden darkneſs ſpread, 

And ſlowly floating o'er the maſt's tall head 

A black cloud hover'd : nor appear'd from far 

The moon's pale glimpſe, nor faintly twinkling ſtar ; 

So deep a gloom the louring vapour caſt, 

Transfixt with awe the braveſt ſtood aghaſt. 

Meanwhile a hollow burſting roar reſounds, 

As when hoarſe ſurges laſh their rocky mounds ; 

Nor had the blackening wave, nor frowning heaven 

The wonted ſigns of gathering tempeſt given. 

Amazed we ftood—O thou, our fortune's guide, | 

| Avert this omen, mighty God, -I cryd, . / 
Or through forbidden climes adven'trous ſtray'd, 

Have we the ſecrets of the deep ſurvey'd, 

Which theſe wide ſolitudes of ſeas and ſky 

Were doom'd to hide from man's unhallow'd eye? 
Whate'er this prodigy, it threatens more 

Than midnight tempeſts and the mingled roar, 
When ſea and ſky combine to rock the marble ſhore. 


I ſpoke, 
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| I ſpoke, when riſing through the darken'd air, 
Appall'd we ſaw an hideous phantom glare; 

High and enormous ver the flood he tower'd, 

And thwart our way with ſullen aſpect lour'd : 

An earthly paleneſs o'er his cheeks was ſpread, 
Erect uproſe his hairs of withered red; 
Writhing to ſpeak, his fable lips diſcloſe, 

Sharp and disjoin'd, his gnaſhing teeth's blue rows; 
His haggard beard flow'd quivering on the wind, 
Revenge and horror in his mien combin'd ; 

His clouded front, by withering lightnings ſcar'd, 
The inward anguiſh of his ſoul declar'd. 

His red eyes glowing from their duſky caves 
Shot livid fires : Far echoing o'er the waves 
His voice reſounded, as the cavern'd ſhore _ 
With hollow groan repeats. the tempeſt's roar, 
Cold gliding horrors thrill'd each hero's breaſt, 
Our briſtling hair and tottering knees confeſt 
Wild dread ; the while with viſage ghaſtly wan, 
His black lips trembling, thus the Fiend began ;— 


A Specimen of the Type in which the Notes 
| will be printed. | 


THE Introduction to this Work, which contains the Hiſtory of India, 

| &c. has been lately tranſlated into the Portugueſe language, and prefixed 

to a ſplendid edition of the LUSIAD, publiſhed in Portugal. And ſeveral 

literary honors were conferred on the Engliſh Tranſlator during his reſidence 

in Liſbon, ſuch was the eſteem in whichchiEzg.bcld for his attention to 
their fayourite Poet. - | 
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